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Executive Director Updateñ  

We will celebrate our 50th Anniversary 

of the opening of the Retreat House in 

2011.  We are planning a year-long cele-

bration to reflect on the many sacrifices 

made by all the people who have built 

this ñGospel Innò and continue to look 

forward to help make it even better. 

 

 In the Biblical tradition, a year of jubi-

lee celebrates a time of favor and blessings from the 

Lord.    We are very thankful to our volunteers, benefac-

tors, staff, Franciscan Friars, past retreatants, friends, 

local supporters, and all those who enable us to serve 

others seeking spiritual nourishment and renewal.  

 

ñNone of us has it all together, 

but together we have it all.ò  St. 

Francis Retreat House is a 

model   example of people com-

ing together to help other peo-

ple find God in their lives.  With 

Gratitude for the Past and with Faith for the Future, we 

look forward to our 50th Anniversary Celebration in 2011.   

    Mike Markle  

ST. FRANCIS RETREAT HOUSE  
TO CELEBRATE JUBILEE  

Opening Mass and Receptionð

Sunday, January 9th at 10:00 am.  

Celebrant, Fr. Jeff Scheeler, OFM,  

Provincial of St. John the Baptist.   

Reception immediately following.  

  

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner ð Sunday, January 9th  

6:00 pm at Green Pond Country Club 

 

All events, including all Retreats to celebrate the Jubilee 

Year.  

 

Closing Mass ð Saturday, October 15, 2011 at 4:00 pm with 

Bishop John Barres as celebrant. 

 

Jubilee Closing Celebration  ð Saturday, October 15, 2011 

at 6:30 pm at Northampton County Club  

Dear friends of Saint Francis, 

 

Saint Francis of Assisi, the patron of our 

retreat house, greeted friends and strangers 

with the words ñPax et  Bonumòé.Peace 

and Good!  I greet you with those same 

words. 

 

Here at Saint Francis we offer three types of retreats:  

hosted, private and sponsored.  Many groups contract with 

us to use our facility.  They plan their own schedules, organ-

ize their own members, and bring in their own presenters.  

We call these hosted retreats.  We also offer our facility to in-

dividuals who wish to make private retreats.  These are people 

who simply take a day or several days and come to Saint 

Francis to spend time in quiet and solitude.  The third type 

are those retreats which are planned, organized and 

preached by the staff here at Saint Francis.  We refer to these 

as sponsored retreats.   

 

Within a few weeks of receiving these News Notes, you will be 

receiving a brochure from us listing all of the sponsored re-

treats we are offering for the 2011 calendar year.  We have 

been working on this brochure for several months, and we 

are thrilled to be able to present to you a listing and descrip-

tion of all of our sponsored retreats for the coming year.  I 

hope you take time to read it carefully, as you will find many 

varied retreats.  Some of our retreats will couple spirituality 

with art.  Others will focus on aiding family relationships.  

And still others will offer insights into how to deepen our 

personal lives of prayer.  I know you will find something that 

will fit your needs and desires. 

 

I know I can speak for all of my brother Friars and for our 

entire staff when I say we want Saint Francis Retreat House 

to be your second home!   Whatever we can do to assist you 

in knowing the Lord Jesus better, we will do.  We are here 

for you!  God bless each of you, and thank you for your con-

tinued support of our ministry here at Saint Francis. 

 

Pax et Bonum, 

Brother Mark Ligett, OFM  



 Presenter: Father Dennet Jung, OFM.  This retreat for women is a focus on the Book of Job in the Old Testa-

ment.  We struggle with suffering; we struggle with friendships.  We come to find that our friendship with God 

and with our brothers and sisters is based on our willingness to face the Truth of our human condition and our 

willingness to be open to accept suffering as a part of life and surrender to this fact as the way to freedom, peace 

and happiness. Check in and arrival at 4:00pm Friday.  Offering: $160 includes all meals, presentations, private 

and semi-private rooms. $25 deposit required with reservation by January 1st.   Pull up registration form on 

www.stfrancisretreathouse.org. and mail in.   

WEEKEND RETREATS  

Married Couples Retreat ðFebruary 11, 12 & 13, 2011 

ñGodôs Love Endures Forever: Contemplative Prayer for Couplesò 

Menôs Retreatðð January 7, 8 & 9, 2011ðñLukeôs óLostô Parablesòð   

 Fr. Clement Machado Retreat ð-Our Lady of Lourdes  ðJanuary 21, 22, & 23,  2011 

Presenter: Fr. Dennet Jung, OFM.   This retreat deals with the lost parables in Luke 15, the lost sheep, 

the lost coin, and the lost son.  These are parables with happy endings---that which is lost is found.  In 

losing ourselves, we find ourselves; rather, we let God find us.  We come to welcome God into our 

lives as Jesus came to welcome sinners into his life. Offering: $160 includes all meals, presentations, 

private or semi-private room.    Check in and arrival at 4:00pm Friday ïDinner 6:30pm. Pull up regis-

tration form on www.stfrancisretreathouse.org and mail in.  

Womenôs RetreatðJanuary 14, 15 & 16, 2011 ð-ñJOBðSuffering with friendships: The Lord 

gave and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord!ò    

Presenter:  Brother Mark Ligett, OFMðContemplative prayer calls us each to move beyond 

words and even images to a deeper level of prayer.  It is a prayer that emphasizes intimate union 

with God, the same kind of intimacy shared by husbands and wives. This retreat will include pres-

entations on prayer, opportunities for Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, common 

prayer, discussion and adoration.  A special feature of this retreat will be the viewing of a DVD 

presentation from the cloistered Trappistine Nuns of Dubuque, Iowa.  The principles of contem-

plative living which govern the lives of the Sisters will then be applied to the lives of men and women who have 

committed themselves to one another through the Sacrament of Matrimony.  The retreat begins on Friday af-

ternoon with registration at 4:00pm and concludes with lunch on Sunday.  Offering per couple $275. includes 

meals, presentations, private and semi-private rooms.  Required deposit of $75.00 by Feb. 1st.   

Presenter: Father Clement Machado.  This retreat is open to men and women. Theme and 

schedule available at  a later date.   You may  access a registration form and information on our 

web pagesðwww.stfrancisretreathouse.org. to mail in with your deposit, or contact: Cora 

Guerra at 610ï 253-0234.      Offering: $180.00  Required Deposit $35.00 by January 7th.  

Fr. Dennet was ordained in 1963.  He spent 14 years ministering in New Mexico, 3 years in Kansas 

City, 17 years in Louisiana and more recently 7 years at our novitiate in Cedar Lake, Indiana.   Parish 

ministry and formation ministry were the main focus of his life; thus he says, preaching and teaching 

are his familiar focuses and his most enjoyable experiences.   


